Understanding Arabs Study Guide

Introduction and Chapter 1

1. What broad areas of change have been important in the Arab World in the last 40 years.

2. What has been the major effect of these changes on Arab society?

3. How is fundamentalism a response to these pressures?

4. Explain fundamentalism, “the Islamic perspective”, from the inside point of view.

5. Choose two each of the values, religious attitudes and self-perceptions the author lists, and campare them with mainstream American and Mormon values, religious attitudes and self-perceptions.
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Chapters 2-3
1. Contrast the Western and Arab attitude toward friends as explained by the author.

2. What kind of information might you hear in an introduction of an Arab that you may not expect?

3. Contrast Western and Arab visiting patterns.

4. How do Arabs tend to react to personal criticism?

5. How does the friend/stranger divide affect business relations?

6. Contrast Western and Arab attitudes toward the display of emotion.

7. Why does the author say that Arabs are not so much into rules as westerners are?

8. Why is it that Americans often think Arabs are angry when they may not actually be so?
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Chapters 4-5
1. In general do Arabs tend to get personal sooner or later than Westerners, and on what topics?

2. Are there topics on which Arabs tend to be less personal?

3. How should indirect answers be understood?

4. Describe Arab notions of social space.

5. Describe the use of names with titles.  Why do women not take their husbands name?  Why aren’t sons usually named after their fathers?

6. Can you tell the religion or a person from his or her name?

7. Why might a Western man’s behavior toward an Arab woman be misinterpreted?

8. How might an Arab woman respond to the charge that they have no power in their societies?  Do most women feel that they are prisoners?
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Chapters 6-7
1. List some of the ways Arabs are expected to display their hospitality.

2. Describe the “salon” of a house.

3. Why do you think Arabs have the tendency to answer a question (like a request for directions) even when they don’t know the answer?

4. Discuss typical Arab attitudes toward time.

5. In discussing a business proposal, if your Arab partners react with praise and positive statements, how should these be understood.  How can you tell what they don’t like about your proposal?

6. How does an Arab calculate how much food to prepare for guests?

7. Describe the required actions of the host at the meal.

8. What are you likely to hear when you get up to go?

9. Why did it shock the Egyptian guest that he was served only one potato?

10. Why do you need to be careful about expressing admiration for something?

11. Describe the ease of movement between social classes in Arab society.

12. Should you ask Arab secretary to take out the trash?

13. Do Arabs socialize much with other classes?  Should you invite your servant to share tea with you and your guests?
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Chapters 8-9
1. Describe Arab family relations and feelings about the importance of family.

2. Describe the role of father and mother.

3. Describe what happens upon divorce, both to the children, the woman, and the money.

4. Describe the role of shame in childrearing.

5. How do Arab children behave in front of adults?

6. Should you be open about your family background?

7. List the pillars of Islam.

8. List some similarities and differences between the Quran and the Bible.
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Chapters 10-End
1. Explain the Arab attitude toward Classical Arabic and the dialects.

2. How might different speech styles of Westerners and Arabs lead to misunderstanding of intent?

3. Explain the notion of the evil eye.  What emotion is it based on?

4. How do Arabs refer to sickness?

5. How should you treat a copy of the Quran?

6. Do Arabs appreciate westerners criticisms of their culture and society?

7. Choose two or three of the countries mentioned in the appendix, and compare them.

